
• Appointed in autumn 2018 for the centenary of Sweden’s democracy.

• Comprises: 
oChair: Peter Örn 
oMembers/democracy ambassadors: Lena Posner-Körösi, Emma Frans, 

Rosaline Marbinah and a secretariat.

• Purpose is to establish and lead a national campaign to strengthen democracy in 
Sweden, Our democracy — worth promoting every day.

The Committee for a Strong Democracy

1



Sweden’s democracy rests on solid foundations; for 
example, fundamental rights and freedoms are well 
established, voter turnouts are high, trust in democratic 
institutions and between people in general is strong, the 
judicial system is independent and the media free. 

Democracy in Sweden
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• Democratic exclusion

• Threats to public/democratic discourse

• Rise of anti-democratic actors

But we have some challenges . . .
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• To plan, coordinate and carry out several initiatives and activities for a strong democracy 
in 2018–2021. The emphasis will be on the year 2021, when Swedish democracy 
celebrates its 100th anniversary. 

• To create greater democratic engagement and participation and build the resilience of 
Swedish democracy. 

• To promote the knowledge and competence people need to actively participate in 
democracy, to encourage and inspire democratic participation, and to strengthen 
support for the fundamental democratic principles. 

• The committee will encourage a wide range of actors, such as education authorities, civil 
society, government agencies and municipalities, to carry out activities to promote strong 
democracy across Sweden. 

The assignment
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1. More people have good knowledge and awareness about our democracy and what it 
entails.

2. More people are engaged in our democracy e.g. discussing democracy, influencing local 
decision-making processes, voting in elections, engaging on specific political issues, or 
participating in a political party or a civil society organization.  

3. Increased support for democracy and more people taking an active stand to defend and 
promote democracy. 

❖Our ambition is that by the end of the Committee’s mandate, 85 percent of Sweden’s 
population should be aware of the centenary, and the number of people with low 
knowledge about the democratic system should be reduced. 

Objectives
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• Create new arenas for other actors to discuss democracy

• Catalyse and encourage actions and initiatives by other actors

• Help to coordinate other Swedish democracy initiatives

• Organize public activities

The role of the Committee
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• National agencies

• Municipalities and regions

• Civil society organizations, incl. ethnic organizations

• Trade unions and the private sector

• Academia

• Political parties

• Sports sector

• Cultural actors

• Media and many others

Actors in the ”Our Democracy” campaign
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• Building partnerships with national and local authorities, school authorities and civil 
society. We have established networks linking more than 35 national agencies and 60 civil 
society organizations. 

• A baseline survey measuring the general knowledge level on democracy in Sweden was 
undertaken in March 2019.

• A plan for the complete campaign, including activities, events and actors, was submitted to 
the Government Office in March 2019. 

• Frequent coordination with similar national initiatives about the centenary of democracy in 
Sweden. 

• Several seminars about democracy were held in the first half of 2019. These particularly 
targeted staff of national agencies and civil society, but were also been open to the public.

Progress to date
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• Marks the centenary of democracy in Sweden – an important opportunity to reassess our 

democracy and ensure that it remains strong into the future. 

• Targeted to national agencies, municipalities and regions, civil society, academia and the 

private sector. 

• Signatories commit to work:

1. to increase knowledge and awareness about the democratic system,

2. to increase democratic engagement and commitment for democracy, and 

3. to foster a climate of open and respectful dialogue.

• Signatories must describe their planned activities, and submit a final report to the 

committee in 2020-2021. 

Declaration for a strong democracy
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Helena Onn
Huvudsekreterare, helena.onn@regeringskansliet.se, 08-405 58 24

Malin Hansson
Kommittésekreterare, malin.hansson@regeringskansliet.se, 08-405 85 68

Email: kontakt@vardemokrati.se
Website: http://www.vardemokrati.se
Facebook: Vår demokrati värd att värna varje dag

Contact details

Kommittén Demokrati 100 (Ku 2018:02)
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#vårdemokrati
#demokrati100
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